
 

 

 
Glossary of Terms 
 
ACCESS for ELLs

®
: This is an assessment that OSSE uses, as a WIDA Consortium Partner, for English 

Language proficiency testing to determine the number and percentage of children making progress and 
attaining English language proficiency (ELP). 
 
Annual Measurable Achievement Objectives (AMAOs): AMAOs are annual performance objectives. AMAOs 
are the accountability measures used to determine the effectiveness of a local educational agency’s English 
language acquisition program and used of ESEA Title III, Part A funds. Per Federal regulations, OSSE has 
established three AMAOs that focus on progress, proficiency, and Annual Measurable Objective (AMO). 
 

Section 3122(a): AMAOs are defined by the following characteristics: 
(A) shall include—  

i. at a minimum, annual increases in the number or percentage of children making 
progress in learning English; 

ii. at a minimum, annual increases in the number or percentage of children attaining 
English proficiency by the end of each school year, as determined by a valid and 
reliable assessment of English proficiency consistent with section 1111(b)(7); and 

iii. making adequate yearly progress for limited English proficient children as 
described in section 1111(b)(2)(B); and 

(B) at the discretion of the agency, may include the number or percentage of children not 
receiving waivers for reading or language arts assessments under section 1111(b)(3)(C), 
but this achievement objective shall not be applied to an eligible entity that, in a given 
school year—  

i. has experienced a large increase in limited English proficient children or 
immigrant children and youth; 

ii. enrolls a statistically significant number of immigrant children and youth from 
countries where such children and youth had little or no access to formal 
education; or 

iii. has a statistically significant number of immigrant children and youth who have 
fled from war or natural disaster. 

 
Annual Measurable Objective (AMO): This refers to the percentage of identified students meeting the set goal 
in the same academic content standards for reading and mathematics as English-speaking peers. This is 
formerly known as Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP). 
 

34 CFR § 200.18: AMOs are defined by the following characteristics: 
(1) Identify for each year a minimum percentage of students that must meet or exceed the 

proficient level of academic achievement on the State's academic assessments;  
(2) Ensure that all students meet or exceed the State's proficient level of academic 

achievement within the timeline under § 200.15; 
(3) Must be the same throughout the State for each school, each LEA, and each group of 

students under § 200.13(b)(7); and  
(4) May be the same for more than one year, consistent with the State's intermediate goals 

under § 200.17. 
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Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA) Title III, Part A: A law that governs the language 
instruction for limited English proficient and immigrant students under the No Child Left Behind Action (NCLB) of 
2001. It provides varying levels of funding intended to help local educational agencies (LEAs) supplement their 
language instruction educational programs.  
 
English Language Learner (ELL): A students whose first language is not English and who is in the process of 
learning English. Also known as an English Learner (EL). 
 
English Language Proficiency (ELP): The ability to speak, read, listen, and write in the English language. The 
District of Columbia uses ACCESS for ELLs

® 
to assess students’ English language proficiency. A score of 5.0 or 

above indicates full proficiency. 
 
English as a Second Language (ESL): An education approach in which English Learners (ELs) are instructed 
in the use of the English language. Their instruction is based on a special curriculum that typically provides little 
or no use of the native language, focuses on language (as opposed to content), and is usually taught during 
specific school periods. For the rest of the school day, students may be placed in mainstream classrooms, an 
immersion program, or a bilingual education program. Every bilingual education program has an ESL 
component. 
 
Home Language Survey (HLS): Upon enrolling in a school, parents and guardians are required to take a 
Home Language Survey (HLS). The survey asks questions related to the language spoken in the home and the 
child’s ability to communicate in English. 
 
Immigrant Children and Youth: Students who are between the ages of three and 21; were born outside the 
US or whose native language is a language other than English; and have not attended school in the U.S. for 
three consecutive years.  
 
Limited English Proficient (LEP): Term used by the federal government, most states, and local educational 
agencies to identify those students who have insufficient English to succeed in English-only classrooms. 
Increasingly, English Language Learner (ELL) or English Learner (EL) are used in place of LEP. 
 

An LEP student is classified as one: 
(A) who is aged 3 through 21; 
(B)  who is enrolled or preparing to enroll in an elementary school or secondary school;  
(C)  

(i) who was not born in the United States or whose native language is a language 
other than English; and who comes from an environment where a language other 
than English is dominant 
OR 

 (ii) (I.) who is a Native American or Alaska Native, or a native resident of outlying     
                         areas; and 
       (II.) who comes from an environment where a language other than English has had  
                         a significant impact on the individual’s level of English language proficiency; 
        OR 

(iii)    who is migratory, whose native language is a language other than English, and  
         who comes from an environment where a language other than English is dominant; 

        AND 
(C) whose difficulties speaking, reading, writing, or understanding the English language may be  

sufficient to deny the individual –  
(i) the ability to meet the State’s proficient level of achievement on State assessments 

(DC Comprehensive Assessment System);  
(ii) the ability to achieve successfully in classrooms where the language of instruction 

is English; or  
(iii) the opportunity to participate fully in society.  
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Local Educational Agency (LEA): A public board of education or other public authority legally constituted 
within a State for either administrative control or direction of, or to perform a service function for, public 
elementary schools or secondary schools in a city, county, township, school district, or other political subdivision 
of a State, or of or for a combination of school districts or counties that is recognized in a State as an 
administrative agency for its public elementary schools or secondary schools. 
 
Office of the State Superintendent of Education (OSSE): OSSE is the state education agency in the District 
of Columbia. OSSE is a high-performing, transparent agency that sets proactive policies, exercises vigilant 
oversight, and directs resources and support so that residents educated in the District of Columbia are among 
the highest performers in the nation and fully prepared for postsecondary learning and employment. 
 
Supplant: To supersede or replace something. OSSE uses this term in regards to the use of ESEA Title III, Part 
A funding. All activities used for funding must supplement, federal, state and local public funds, not supplant 
them. 
 
Supplement: Something that completes or enhances something else when added to it. OSSE uses the term in 
regards to the use of ESEA Title III, Part A funding. These funds must be used to supplement the level of federal 
and local funds and to supplement programs for ELs. 
 
World-Class Instructional Design and Assessment (WIDA): This organization has developed a set of 
English Language Development Standards for LEAs to use when providing second language acquisition training 
and other professional development opportunities. 
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Appendix 
 
 

1.A No Child Left Behind Act 
 
The Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (ESEA) was first passed by Congress as part of 

President Lyndon B. Johnson’s War on Poverty. The most recent authorization amending ESEA is the No Child 

Left Behind Act of 2001 (NCLB). The primary function of the law is to close the achievement gap between 

groups of students by requiring greater accountability and offering increased flexibility and choice. NCLB affects 

almost every school district and charter school in the nation. 

 
ESEA Title III, Part A, as reauthorized under NCLB, aims to ensure that immigrant and limited English proficient 

students attain English language proficiency and meet the same challenging academic content and student 

academic achievement standards as all children are expected to meet. 

 
Here is a link to the full ESEA: http://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/esea02/index.html 
 
 

 

1.B ESEA Title III, Part A Application (ConApp) 
 
LEAs wishing to receive funds under covered programs must complete all required sections of the Phase II 

application (after submitting a complete Phase I Application) for each program for which the LEA wished to 

receive funds and submit the application to OSSE. 

 
Application Instructions: http://osse.dc.gov/service/federal-fiscal-year-2013-consolidated-application. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www2.ed.gov/policy/elsec/leg/esea02/index.html
http://osse.dc.gov/service/federal-fiscal-year-2013-consolidated-application
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1.C Self- Assessment Report (SAR) 
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1.D Home Language Survey 
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1.E OSSE On-site Monitoring Agenda Sample 
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1.F Sample Parent Notification Letter 
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1.G Reimbursement Workbook 
 
To receive reimbursement for grant program expenditures, LEAs must complete and submit 
a reimbursement workbook electronically.  For Title III, Part A funding reimbursements, LEAs 
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should use Workbook 1: Title I–IV, Part A, Consolidated Programs, which can be found on the 
OSSE website at: http://osse.dc.gov/service/reimbursement-and-reporting. . 

 
 

1.H Sample Parent Notification Letter 
  

http://osse.dc.gov/service/reimbursement-and-reporting

